NUMBER AND LETTER HUNTING
Suits ages 22 months – 60 months

What you’ll need:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A tub or container
Shredded paper, gloop or jelly
Pegs or little tongs
Alphabet/number magnets. If these are not available hand written numbers/letters on card
Pencils and paper to extend to a mark making activity

What you’ll do:
1. Fill your tub with shredded paper and submerge the letters or numbers; you could also
submerge in a messy substance such as gloop (see our gloop activity sheet for how to create
using corn flour and water) or jelly.
2. Once submerged, give your child the tongs or pegs in order to search for the hidden letters
and numbers. They may need a demonstration from a grown up so that they understand
how to operate simple tools. If they do not have the dexterity for coordinating the tools
then they can search using their hands.
3. As they begin to find the numbers/letters ask questions that provoke thought. Encourage
your child to think about large and small numbers, do they know what letter or sound it is?
Can they have a go at making marks that replicate the number or letter on a piece of paper?

This is a great activity for improving dexterity and coordination with the use of simple tools. It
requires concentration to master the required skill. Submerging the letters and numbers makes the
activity into a challenge and children will be keen to take part and uncover what is hiding beneath.

The opportunity to discuss numbers and help your child learn about letters and their associated
sounds is available throughout. If your child does not already know the letter, sound or number,
you can help to scaffold their learning by sharing the correct answer. Repetition is essential in order
for children to learn.
This activity gives the opportunity to develop language skills through conversation and questioning,
concentration and perseverance also.
Self-care: If you have used gloop or jelly, once the activity has finished, why not encourage your
child to wash and dry all of the resources ready for use another day? Taking care of their resources
is both necessary and important, and encourages ownership of the whole process.

